The conference was organised by Prof. Makaiko Chitambo, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, with the assistance from the National Organising Committee and International Scientific Advisory Committee. LED2017 was attended by 196 delegates from more than 30 countries. The Cape Sun Hotel provided the perfect venue for the conference, as it had a firstclass lecture hall for the oral presentations and generous rooms for the poster presentations.
Grahamstown, with the assistance from the National Organising Committee and International Scientific Advisory Committee. LED2017 was attended by 196 delegates from more than 30 countries. The Cape Sun Hotel provided the perfect venue for the conference, as it had a firstclass lecture hall for the oral presentations and generous rooms for the poster presentations.
The limited size of the conference and the many cafes, restaurants and pubs in Cape Town gave all attendees plenty of opportunity for debates, discussions, setting up new research collaborations, chats and gossip.
As always, the quality of the student presentations was exceptional. Although prizes were awarded in six categories, many exceptional student presentations went without special recognition. We thank the students and their supervisors for the high quality of their research 
